




































Waders will still be on the move during the month, so still visit suitable habitat to 
find a variety of species including Dunlin, Sanderling, Turnstone, Green and 
Common Sandpipers, etc, etc. 
Birds that have been elusive during the summer seem 
to melt into view again from now onwards. Water 
Rails, Hawfinches and Lesser Spotted Woodpeckers 
may well be on show from now and throughout the 
winter. 
Garden enthusiasts should keep their feeders well-
stocked as now is the time our birds need our help the 
most. They need to build up enough fat reserves to 
help them through the winter, especially if it is a harsh 
one this year. Not only are we helping the birds, but we 
are helping ourselves too. Is there anything more up-
lifting than watching a variety of wonderful birds busily feeding in our own gar-
den? 
Learn to appreciate the common species such as Blue Tit, Chaffinch, Goldfinch, 
Great Tit, Greenfinch, etc. If any of these were mega-rarities from the east or 
America there would be a huge crowd oohing and aahing over how beautiful they 

are. And there they are, in your garden virtually every 
single day! 
These common residents may well be joined by a few 
winter visitors such as Redwings and Fieldfares during 
November, especially if the weather is harsh in Scandi-
navia. If you do see these winter thrushes, make the 
effort to look at a weather chart to see what conditions 
may have forced them to us. In this way, you may be 
able to predict when the next influx will occur and be in 
position to be the first to witness birds of the year. 
My December advice is more or less be the same as for 
last January. The harsher the conditions, the better the 
birdwatching should be. If we do get a big freeze, 
(dream on), then you should head for the nearest open 
water where wildfowl will congregate. And will this 

winter produce a Waxwing bonanza? Only time will tell… 
Details of how to get to the sites mentioned can be found on the Nottinghamshire 
Birdwatchers’ website: http://www.nottsbirders.net/ 

BIRDNEWS OF 25 YEARS AGO 
Andy Hall looks back  at the highlights of 

yesteryear. 

 

In a generally quiet month, September 

1982 included some wader interest, in-

cluding a Pectoral Sandpiper at South 

Muskham on 18th and a sprinkling of Cur-

lew Sandpipers with up to 15 at three 

sites between 6th and 10th.  At Lound 

there was an immature Kittiwake on 17th 

and Sandwich Terns in the month at Gun-

thorpe and Attenborough  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Notts Birders Phone line 

 
Please phone in sightings of scarce/

rare birds and passage movements. 

Leave your  name and  give full details 

of access and location; details of birds 

that need a written descriptions  must 

be sent to the County Recorder. 

PLEASE DON’T GIVE THIS  

NUMBER TO NONE MEMBERS 

Selling your old bins, scope, some books?  

Small ads are free to members. 

 

COMMERCIAL RATES:— 

Half Page:   £10 

Half Page in 3 editions: £25 

Full Page:   £20 

Full Page in 3 editions: £50 

Ads should be sent in Print ready format! 

TRACKBIRD 
Follow the track round to find the birdie. You can start in any square and follow 
up, down  and diagonal but letters can’t get boxed in. 
Not necessarily a one word name. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Last month’s solution was Spoonbill 
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FINLAND AND NORWAY 
Join Nottinghamshire Birdwatchers for an amazing trip to Finland and Norway to see up 

to eight species of owls and lots of other goodies! Here is a rough itinerary: 

  

 8 Nights (9 Days):  Arrive Sat 24 May;  Dep: Sun 31 May 
Day  1:     Arrive Helsinki am.  Birding & O'night H'sinki 

Day  2:     Morning Birding Helsinki, early afternoon flight to Oulu. 

Day  3:     Birding around Oulu. 

Day  4:     Drive to Kuusamo 

Day  5:     Birding Kuusamo area. 

Day  6:     Drive to Ivalo.  O'night Ivalo. 

Day  7:     Drive to Varanger Peninsula 

Day  8:     Birding Varanger and drive back to Ivalo 

Day  9:     Fly back to UK. 

  

COST:  around  £2,100 

  

The more that go on this trip, the lower the cost. The price includes all flights, local 

guides, food and accommodation.  Let Neil Glenn know if you are interested in this trip 

(see contacts section). Previous trip reports are available so you can get an idea of 

what species you might see.  



 

THE BREEDING & WINTERING BIRD ATLAS 
David T Parkin 

Most members of Notts Birders will know that the British Trust of Ornithology (BTO), in association with related organisations such as Scottish 
Ornithologists’ Club and BirdWatch Ireland, has produced a series of ‘Atlases’ showing the distribution and abundance of our islands’ birds.  The 
three main reports were published in 1974 (breeding birds), 1986 (wintering birds) and 1993 (breeding birds again).  These books have been used 
extensively by scientists and conservationists to plan and develop their work.  They have been critically important in studies as diverse as the ef-
fects of climate change on bird distribution, and developing plans to screen wild bird flocks for avian flu.  Twenty years have passed since the last 
of these atlases, and the BTO has decided that it is time for an update, although this time the survey will involve both summer and winter records 
to give a picture of our birds at both seasons. 

The Atlas will be based upon tetrads of the National Grid; a tetrad is a square of land measuring 2 km along each side.  The British Isles are 
mapped as a series of 10 km squares, so there are 25 tetrads in each 10 km square.  The BTO is asking for 8 tetrads to be surveyed from the 25 in 
each 10 km square.  However, Nottinghamshire Birdwatchers have decided to take this opportunity to map the entire county, covering every one 
of the 550 tetrads.  We intend to use the results as the basis for a new Birds of Nottinghamshire; the last of these was produced by Austen Dobbs as 
long ago as 1975.  The BTO survey is planned over a four year period from 1 November 2007 to 31 July 2011, so to complete the field work, we 
will have to survey about 140 tetrads each year. 

There will be two parts to the field work: ‘Timed Tetrads’ and ‘Roving Records’. 

Timed Tetrads involves visiting a tetrad for two hours during Nov/Dec, Jan/Feb, Apr/May and Jun/Jul in one twelve-month.  Tetrads do not have 
to be visited every year: only once.  Each visit is to be divided into two one-hour periods, and every bird seen or heard during each hour should be 
counted.  Thus, the four visits will take two hours each; so we are asking you to give up four mornings’ for every tetrad that you cover.  The route 
through the tetrad should be designed to include a representative cross section of habitats.  If you feel that your bird identification skills are enough 
to participate in this type of field work, the BTO Regional Organiser would be delighted to hear from you and help you to choose one (or more!) 
tetrads for you to visit.  Only one recorder will go to each tetrad, so you will need to liaise with her to ensure that you do not waste your time by 
surveying a tetrad that has already been counted.  You can either contact her directly (see below) or find your own tetrad using the website 

http://www.bto.org/birdatlas 

If you are not sufficiently confident to volunteer to count birds in a tetrad, there is still plenty that you can do to help.  We also need observers for 
‘Roving Records’.  This is much easier and, indeed, anyone (and I mean anyone) can be involved.  You simply record the birds that you see when 
you are out for a walk (provided you know where you are on an OS map).  If you are not sure about this, then why not record the birds in your 
garden?  If you get Blue Tits, Great Tits, Robins, House Sparrows and Great Spotted Woodpeckers coming to the bird feeders in winter, then you 
have just got five records for the Nottinghamshire winter map.  If you have Blackbirds nesting in the hedge, Blue Tits in the nest box and Robins 
in that old kettle in the greenhouse, then you have three breeding records for the summer map.  It really is that easy!  And it doesn’t matter where 
you live; we need inner city records just as much as those from suburbia or rural parts of the county.  Every bird is a potential dot on the map. 



 

With this newsletter there is a Roving Records form; if you need any 
more, you can always down load them from the Notts Birders web-
site.  The first winter season lasts from 1 November 2007 to 29 Feb-
ruary 2008.  Use the form to record the birds that visit your garden, 
local park, workplace or allotment this winter.  Fill in the address and 
post-code where you have made the observations, and we can identify 
the tetrad for you.  At the end of February, bring the form along to the 
next indoor meeting (or send it to me).  I will happily send you an-
other for the summer with details of how to record breeding birds.  
And if you think that we are not interested in your Robins and Blue 
Tits, you are very wrong; if these birds occur in a tetrad, we would 
rather get reports of them from 20 different people than not to get 
them at all.  So, put the form by the kitchen window and write down 
each bird as you see it. 

The local BTO organiser is Lynda Milner (0162-386-2025 or lyn-
damilner@hotmail.com) 

The Notts Birdwatchers co-ordinator is David Parkin (0115-932-0090 
or bluethroat@btinternet.com) 

We plan to publish a book, based upon this field work, showing the 
distribution and abundance of Nottinghamshire’s birds, hopefully by 
2012.  So start recording on 1 November 2007.  Please remember that 
every record counts. 

 

 
 

DUSKY WARBLER AT NETHERFIELD 
Pete Smith 

 
At about 10:00 on Sunday 7th Oct. I was birding at Netherfield with Darren 
Matthews, Alan Edge, Neil Matthews and his brother Paul when I heard a call 
I was not familiar with. It was a hard “tack” sound, but not as harsh as a 
Blackcap. I drew the attention of the others to it and we followed the calls as 
the bird moved along the river bank. It was very elusive and it was some time 
before Neil managed to see it. I had expected a Sylvia warbler to show but 
Neil said he’d seen a Chiffchaff. The glimpses that I had managed to get were 
too poor for me to have an opinion, but I said, “It’s not a Chiffchaff with a 
call like that.” 
The bird moved back along the bank, the way it had come and still was frus-
trating our efforts to see it. At last I got, for this bird, a good view as it came 
vertically up a small tree and above the bank. It looked a bit like a Tree-
creeper, showing a strong supercilium and fine beak, but instantly dived back 
into cover. 
It now went quiet and we lost track of it, but Neil had already suggested it 
might be a Dusky Warbler. We all consulted books once we were home and 
the call together with the similarity to Chiffchaff indicated that he was right. 
We’d still not had good views and  there was still a little uncertainty so I 
called Darren and at 15:00 we were back on site. I’d called Andy Hall on the 
way and he put the bird out as a possible Dusky. It was three hours (the long-
est of my life) before the bird showed again. When it did there were four 
members of the rarities committee present to confirm our identification. What 
a relief. 
 
The bird then showed well occasionally in 
riverside bushes between the viaduct and 
the Maggot Factory until 18:45 when it 
flew across the river. 
It was reportedly heard again the next 
morning briefly but not seen again. 
If accepted by our Rarities Committee, this 
will be a 1st for Notts meaning that a 
White-rumped Sandpiper will still be our 
next new bird. 



 

 A whole raft of additions this month. A Corncrake at Sutton-in-Ashfield in May has now been ratified.  Also points 
included for the Gannet, Long-tailed Skua and Great White Egret.  Mike Lee remains top, but with a reduced lead.  
With so many birds this year, anything could happen. 

M Lee   120 
P Beresford  110 
F Heys   105 
P Johnson  95 
I Barrie   90 
J Dickenson  90 
N Davis   90 
R Beck   90 
R O'brien  90 
R Woodward  90 
G Ellis   85 
J Turton   85 
C Cornish  80 
I Cowgill  80 
J D Ellis   80 
J Reece   80 
K Bryan   80 
K Hutchby  80 
M Watson  80 
N Glenn   80 
N Loverock  80 

S Robins  65 
T Adams  65 
D Matthews  60 
J Hall   60 
J Hopper  60 
J Mowbray  60 
R Mellor  60 
R Radford  60 
R Smith   60 
S Wilkinson  60 
D Branston  55 
J Straw   55 
P Wilson  55 
P Wright  55 
R Hoare   55 
R Jordan  55 
B Beales  50 
K Stevenson  50 
L Heaphy  50 
S Bradford  50 
D Heffernan  45 

R Johnson  80 
S Dunn   80 
D Kirman  75 
G Siddons  75 
J Ellis   75 
K Barker  75 
L Archibald  75 
M Leatherland  75 
N Matthews  75 
P Davinson  75 
P Leonard  75 
R Harrington  75 
T Lowry   75 
D Young  70 
J Glenn   70 
P Buxton  70 
T Malarkey  70 
A Lane   65 
G Moxon  65 
J Dennison  65 
R Heath   65 

H Broughton  45 
J Revill   45 
P Smith   45 
S Scarth   45 
T Broughton  45 
J Pam   40 
L Demaine  40 
M Heys   40 
J Lewis   35 
P Cottam  35 
R Charman  35 
S Brazier  35 
J Walker            30 



  
 SEPTEMBER BIRD NEWS 

Compiled by Andy Hall 

Some of these records include reports pending ratification by the NBWRC 
  

  Pink-footed Goose  The first east or south-easterly movements of the autumn included 180 from Netherfield and 450 from Redhill, both on 
the 27th.   

Mandarin Duck    The drake remained at Colwick CP. 
Eurasian Wigeon  The highest count was 100 at Netherfield Lagoons on 28th. 
Gadwall  The highest counts were 40 at Netherfield Lagoons on 2nd, 54 at Bevercotes on 13th and 81 at Clumber on 26th.  Both Lound and 
Cottam PS held 400 on 25th.  Elsewhere 375 were at Langford on 8th. 
Pintail   One to five recorded at six locations, 5  at Holme Pierrepont on 22nd. 
Garganey  One to two at Barton-in-Fabis, Cottam PS, Cotham Flash and Langford Lowfields. 
Shoveler  Netherfield Lagoons held 75 on 2nd. 
Common Pochard  The highest count was 54 at Netherfield Lagoons on 22nd. 
Tufted Duck  The most seen was 141 at South Muskham on 16th. 
GANNET   A juvenile was noted flying west at Holme Pierreont on the evening of the 28th and then settled on the A52 pit where it remained 
to roost.  It was then seen again flying up the Trent at dawn on 29th.  A species that is rarely twitchable, added to a few lists. 
Little Egret   The recent influx continued with a record count of 19 at Collingham Pits and 10 at Lound on 3rd.  Also a single at Holme Pierre-
pont on 6th and Barton-in-Fabis on 8th; three at Attenborough NR on 8th.  Counts from Langford included 11 on 14th.  The total for the county 
at the beginning of the mont was at least 32. 
GREAT WHITE EGRET   A bird was seen in flight with Little Egrets at Lound on 3rd.  What was possibly the same bird was located at 
Newington on 24th and then relocated at Lound on 25th.  This was the first genuinely twitchable bird since the Attenborough one in 1989. 
Marsh Harrier   A male at Lound on 3rd and then a female there on several dates.  A female was noted through Netherfield Lagoons on 16th.  
A female was at Gringley and a juvenile at Newington both on 26th. 
Hen Harrier   Early migrants were single males at Misterton Carr on 8th and Cottam PS on 24th. 
Common Buzzard  A total of 114 from 24 locations, including an impressive 17 in the air together at Bentinck Pit Top on 9th. 
Osprey  One moved through Bestwood CP on 30th. 
Hobby  One to three at 19 widespread locations. 
Merlin  One observed at King’s Mill Reservoir on 15th. 
Avocet  A colour-ringed bird was found at Annesley Pit Top on 9th. 
European Golden Plover  The best counts were 280 at Collingham Pits on 2nd and 540 at Girton on 22nd. 
Grey Plover  Two were noted moving north west at Selston on 3rd and one moved west at Strelley on 16th. 
Ringed Plover  One to five at six localities. 



 

Little Ringed Plover  Relatively numerous for September.  Four at Kilvington all month and two at East Leake on 15th and 16th. 
Common Snipe  The most was 20 at Cotham Flash on 16th, with 14 at Lound on 3rd and 12 at Collingham Pits on 2nd. 
Jack Snipe   Early migrants were  at Lound on 19th and Netherfield Lagoons on 20th. 
Black-tailed Godwit  Three at Langford on 2nd; two to three at Netherfield Lagoons on several dates; nine at Annesley Pit Top on 8th and four 
at Lound on 10th. 
Bar-tailed Godwit  A juvenile noted at Attenborough NR on 16th. 
Whimbrel   One flew SW at Bentinck Pit Top on 9th. 
Curlew  Quite a bit of  passage including five at Kilvington on 1st, 11 at Lound on 3rd and nine there on 25th and nine at Everton on 13th 
Spotted Redshank  Singles at Langford on 8th and Girton on 16th. 
Greenshank  The best count was six at Kilvington New Lake on 1st. 
Green Sandpiper  One to six at 11 locations. 
Common Sandpiper  Noted at seven locations, including notably eight at Holme Pierrepont on 3rd. 
Turnstone  Singles at Collingham Pits on 13th and Holme Pierrepont on 19th. 
Little Stint   Just a single bird at Besthorpe on 29th. 
Curlew Sandpiper   One record of a juv at Lound on 23rd.  
Dunlin   Small numbers at seven sites. 
Ruff   Singles at Holme Pierrepont on 11th, Collingham Pits on 28th and 29th and Bulcote also 29th. 
LONG-TAILED SKUA   Arguably bird of the month.  A dark juvenile lingered in fields between Newton and Shelford Manor from 17th to 
30th.  It was enjoyed by a large array of admirers and some of the best photos ever published of the species appeared on the internet. 
Yellow-legged Gull  Reported from six locations. 
Mediterranean Gull  A 1st winter was in the roost at King’s Mill Reservoir on 2nd. 
Kittiwake  One flew north west at King’s Mill Reservoir on 15th. 
Little Gull   A juvenile was at Holme Pierrepont on 16th. 
Common Tern  The only report  was of three at Netherfield Lagoons on 9th. 
Arctic Tern   One to 3 at Holme Pierrepont and Hoveringham between 25th and 29th. 
Turtle Dove  Four were at Rampton on 4th and an impressive eight at Lound on 14th. 
Short-eared Owl  One was on Gotham Moor on 1st. 
Common Swift  Three records. Three at King’s Mill Reservoir on 1st, one in Sherwood on 4th and another singleton at King’s Mill Reservoir 
on 14th and 15th the last. 
Lesser Spotted Woodpecker  Always difficult in the autumn, one was noted at Clifton Grove on 10th. 
Sand Martin  The latest was nine south at Collingham Pits on 23rd. 
Barn Swallow  A huge southerly movement noted in the north of the county, involving 5,000 birds on the 23rd, including 2,000 in 40 minutes 
over the observers garden! These birds seem to have moved through a relatively narrow front, as similar numbers were not replicated by other 
observers in the north on that date.  Further smaller numbers noted south at several sites, particularly in the last week.   



 

House Martin  Widespread passage in lower three figures at several sites. 
Tree Pipit  Passage birds were singles over West Bridgford on 3rd; one at Bentinck Pit Top on 15th and one south east at King’s Mill Reservoir on 
22nd. 
Rock Pipit  One south at South Muskham on 25th. 
Yellow Wagtail  A total of 102 at 15 locations. 
Common Redstart  An adult male at Eakring on 6th, then a 1st winter male at Penny Pasture Common from 6th to 21st at least. 
Whinchat  Three were at Cotham Flash on 5th with two still there on 16th.  Also on 5th one was at Eakring Meadows.  One at Clifton Grove on 6th 
and Netherfield lagoons on 9th.   
Northern Wheatear  Passage mainly in the last week of the month with singles at Kilvington New Lake, Netherfield lagoons, Osberton Estate and 
Shelford. 
Ring Ouzel  A first winter female was at Eakring Flash from 18th to 23rd. 
Fieldfare  Three moved south at Cottam PS on 27th. 
Redwing  A very large major movement for the date on 27th including 1,800 west at Eakring.  Elsewhere a total of 291 were noted at five locations.  
The fact that this was a week day, means that the movement was largely overlooked. 
Sedge Warbler  A single record of one at Netherfield Lagoons on 16th. 
Reed Warbler The latest was a single at Hoveringham on 9th. 
Common Whitethroat  The latest date received is one at Girton on 23rd. 
Lesser Whitethroat  Single bird at Netherfield lagoons on 26th and one at Eakring on 29th are the latest reports. 
Garden Warbler  The latest is one at Lound on 7th. 
Willow Warbler   The latest records is a single at Lound on 23rd. 
Goldfinch  A better count involved 200 at Collingham Pits on 2nd. 
Lesser Redpoll  The two records received were 3 at Bevercotes on 13th and five at Holme Pierrepont on 22nd. 
Siskin  Small numbers at several sites, but the 22 through Holme Pierrepont on 22nd stand out. 
 
  

 
 

OCTOBER RECORDS TO 
ANDY HALL BY NOVEMBER 
6TH PLEASE 

List of Contributors  
A Clewes, AC Wardle, AS Hall, B Moss, C Powell, D Jones, D Kirman,  
D Young, DA Scott, DL Andrew, EG Staunton, J Dennison, JM Feeney,  
L Demaine, L Heaphy, LC Archibald, M Dawson, M Powell, M Watson, MJ 
Leatherland, MJ Warren, N Davis, P Burnham, P George, P Harrison,  
P Lee, P Naylor, P Palmer, P Smith, P Woodcock, R Heath, R Hoare,  
R Overton, RC Brace, RJ Stevens, S Dunne, S Newman, T Malarkey, T Pendleton, 
TA Harris, V Wotton, Netherfield Wildlife Group. 

Please note that the Royal Mail 
strike has delayed several mem-
bers’ records this month, which 
will be reflected in some species 
accounts above. 



 

CONTACTS 
 
Newsletter Editor 
Howard Broughton. 5 Park Road, Plumtree Park,  Keyworth,  
Nottingham. NG12 5LX. 
Tel 0115 9374474   email   forestrub@aol.com 
 
Chairman 
Bernie Ellis,  74 Breckhill Rd, Woodthorpe, Nottingham,  
NG5 4GQ, 
Tel 0115 9262000   email   bernie_ellis@lineone.net 
 
Secretary 
Jennie Swindells, 21 Chaworth Rd, West Bridgford, Nottingham,  
Tel 01159812432  email   j.swindells@btinternet.com 
 
Recorder 
Andy Hall, 10 Staverton Rd, Bilbilborough, Nottingham. NG8 4ET. 
Tel 01159169673  email   andy.h11@ntlworld.com 
 
Membership and Distribution 
Lynne Demaine, 33 Daleside, Cotgrave, Notts, NG12 3QN.  
Tel 0115 9894942  email   lynnedemaine@hotmail.com 
 
Out of County Field Trips 
Neil Glenn, 13 Gladstone Ave. Gotham, Notts. NG11 0HN 
Tel 0115 9830946  email   n.glenn@ntlworld.com 

EXCEL SPREADSHEET REPORTS 
Andy has told me that more and more members are sending in their 
monthly bird reports in the excel spread sheet format  that can be seen 
on the club website. 
This greatly expedites the inputting of reports which is a massive job 
at the end of each month. 
A simple cut and paste instead of all that typing.  
If you have a computer, please use the excel format. If you need ad-
vice, have a look at the website where there’s a template of the report 
form that you can copy and paste onto you computer. 
If you need further advice, contact Andy but not at the month end. 

WANTED 
Contributions to the NewsLetter  are always needed; trip 

reports, holiday birding, travel, birding memories, letters, 

birding matters;  controversy welcome. 

Also any artwork, sketches etc. can always be used. 

Articles can be on either a Microsoft Word or Publisher 

document, emailed in as an    attachment. Maximum of 4 A5 

pages. 

If you don’t have email or a computer, don’t be put off, send 

them in by post.  

Best handwriting, not necessarily joined up. 

All contributions to the editor, please. 




